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Dewey? Dewey. What does Dewey believe in most? I didn't ask him directly, but I imagine the answer would include two items at least, himself and efficiency.
Dewey: Four Sources of His Pozver
Mr. Dewey, as of the moment of writing, is probably the most important Republican in the United States and a strong contender for the presidency in 1948, though he is not an avowed candidate. Several factors contribute to this:
(1)   In both foreign and domestic policy he falls roughly in the middle between extreme conservatives like Taft and Bricker, and the liberal wing of the party represented by Stassen.
(2)  Dewey or no Dewey, any New York candidate goes into the convention with a great head start.
(3)   His strategic position vis-a-vis putative opponents in Congress is excellent. He does not have to expose himself to public inspection on a variety of issues; he does not have to vote. Moreover, on the sidelines so to speak, he can buttress his own record. His administration as governor will continue to be good; he can easily go out of his way to be attractive to all manner of special groups; he can avoid committing himself on controversial issues.1
(4)   His personal qualities, including in particular the mainspring of a powerful ambition.
Brief Outline of Career, Record, Attributes
Thomas Edmund Dewey was born in Owosso, Michigan, a town of some eight thousand people, on March 24, 1902. His father, George Martin Dewey, was the local postmaster and also the editor of a weekly newspaper; his paternal grandfather helped found the Republican party when it was organized at Jackson, Michigan, in 1854, and a remote oousin was the Admiral Dewey made famous by the war with Spain. On his mother's side Dewey's descent is mostly Irish; his maternal grandmother was born in County Cork. The family traces its origin to a forebear named Thomas Dewey who landed near Boston in 1634, and hacked out a clearing near what is now Dorchester. The name was spelled "Duee" then. The governor was not named for this Thomas Dewey, however. He takes his name from his mother's side of the family.
The Deweys thus have roots. The family was not, however, nor did it
1Of course there are contrary factors. For one thing the Republican party is loath to give a second chance to any candidate who has ever been defeated. For another Taft controls much of the national machine. Carroll Reese, the chairman of the national committee, is a Taft man, and so, almost without exception, are Republicans in the South.